Dr. Parkin explains in another way the apparent absorption of malaria by water; but for this explanation we must refer to pp. 91-2 of his work.
The great practical question of the prevention of epidemics will necessarily be viewed in a very different light by the advocates of the organic and volcanic hypotheses. If the former be true, good sewerage and free ventilation are the indispensable requisites; if the latter, sewerage, though it may be useful and desirable in some points of view, can never be a means of preventing epidemics; and in many cases may have an opposite tendency, by affording channels through which the morbific miasm may escape into the atmosphere. Supposing the volcanic hypothesis to be the true one, the great means of prevention will obviously consist in covering the surface of the earth with some impermeable substance in all localities where pernicious exhalations are believed to arise. In towns this is effected chiefly by the paving of streets, courts, alleys, and underground apartments?such as kitchens and cellars; and paving with flag-stones will evidently be more effectual than with loose paving-stones, because the former oppose a more continuous surface to the escape of terrestrial exhalations.
Ordinary roads, and still more, macadamised roads, whether in town or country, will to a certain extent be productive of similar results. When a town is situated near the embouchure, or on the bank, of a river, particularly where the river flows through the heart of the town, the embankment of the river will be attended with the most beneficial results; but to render this efficacious, the surface must be covered to low-water mark, since it is during the receding of the tide, and from the sides and bottom of the river, that the miasmata arise. In swampy districts in the country the most effective method of preventing the extrication of malaria is to cover the surface with a sheet of water;
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